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REMARKS ON THE GOLDEN CANDLESTICK IN 
ZECHARIAH’S VISION. 


Tue following Remarks are selected from the March Number of the Quar- 
terly Theological Review, a valuable work recently established in London. 
The article from which they are taken isa Commentary on the Vision of 
Zechariah, the prophet; with a corrected Translation, and Critical Notes. 
By the Rev. John Stonard, D. D. 


ZECHARIAH, CHAPTER IV. 


‘“« And the angel that talked with me came again and waked me, as a man 
that is wakened out of his sleep, and said unto me, What seest thou? And I 
said, I have looked, and behold a candlestick all of gold, with a bowl upon 
the top of it, and his seven Jamps thereon, and seven pipes to the seven lamps 
which were upon the top thereof, and two olive-trees by it, one upon the 
right side of the bowl, and the other upon the left side thereof; so I answer- 
ed and spake to the angel that talked with me, saying, What are these, my 
St PG What are these two olive-trees upon the right side of the can- 
dlestick, and upon the left side thereof?...... What be these two olive- 
branches, which through the two golden pipes, empty the golden oil out of 
themselves ?” | 


The emblem here is remarkably splendid and significant. The 
principal object that met the eyes of Zechariah, was a candela- 
brum, a candlestick or lamp-bearer, entirely of gold, pure, solid, 
costly, precious, consisting of a tall upright shaft, surmounted by 
a bowl, and of a number of branches, each of which supported a 
lamp, springing out of it, as boughs from the trunk of a tree, but 
only on two sides, The image is evidently taken from the can- 
dlesticks in the tabernacle and temple, but differed widely from 
them.* In tlie first place, there was a bowl or basin on the top 
of the shaft, intended to contain oil for the nourishment of the 
lights of the lamps; “and its seven lamps upon it, seven and 
seven’t From the bowl proceeded pipes conveying oil to the 
lamps; and beside the candlestick stood two olive-trees, one on 
each side of it, whose branches shed their produce into spouts or 
gutters, from which the bowl was supplied. This is, perhaps, 
with the exception of the human frame, the noblest image pre- 
sented to us in that wonderful repository of all that is beautifal 
and splendid—the holy Scripture. Light, in general, is the em- 


* The difference is very closely examined by our author; and very re- 
markable it is. ; 

t This is Dr. Stonard’s translation, who takes the copulative ia a distribu- 
tive sense, expressing a pair of sevens. 
GOSPEL ADVOCATE, VOL. Y. 






















et. 


— 
3 


— os 


-— 


— a 
- 











+ thes 
“Spe TPR 


Ser ta 
$0 eee 















- em 
= . 


s% : 
beg Pat he eee 


wae rw “bt 
ee 
es ee ee 
ee oe 


ct ae 


2 OT 
cd 


Sees oy Se ae 


i Ee Oe Qe te 


& ro BAT Pe.. 
- 

oe Z 

<r gues 


———ig om. « 
ae oe 


nate 
va 
‘oe a 


Sat 











~—_ 
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blem. of: excellence, discerned, acknowledged, and admired by 


‘the world. A material lamp is an instrument formed to yield’ an 


artificial light, which being sustained by oil is really nothing 
but oil kindled into a flame. When a lamp is taken for the em- 
blem of spiritual and intellectual excellence, truth must be iis oil, 
the pabulum of its light, which in reality is nothing else than 
truth displayed, shewing itself to the world. Accordingly the oil, 
which is the food of the symbolical lamp, set before us in this 
part of Zechariah’s vision, is truth; divine, moral, religious, or 
saving truth. When the truth is received by any man, he has 
then the mystick oil in himself; and when that oil is kindled into 
a flame, not only is he internally enlightened, but he conducts 
himself accordingly, and becomes truly good and holy. It is the 
property of light to diffuse itself upon all objects within its reach. 
He that hath in himself this spiritual light, who acts and lives 
according to the truth, makes it shine before men ; he gives light 
to the world. 

A material candlestick is an instrament constructed to bear a 
lamp, or many lamps, for the purpose of giving light. A sym- 
bolical or spiritual candiestick, with many branches and lamps, 
represents a body or assemblage of persons, enlightened and 
shining as before mentioned, collected into a regular society for 
the purpose of dissipating the spiritual! dulness of a world, lying 
in sin, and enveloped in ignorance. Such a society is the Church, 
which alone containing in itself the principles of saving truth, of 
holiness, of solid comfort, and everlasting happiness, is the in- 
strument constructed, and appointed by God, to hold forth the 
light, which may guide the steps of men into the way of peace. 
Every true member of it is luminous, at once enlightened and 
enlightening ; so speaking and so living, as to show forth to 
others the light that is in himself. And not only is the symbol of 
a candlestick well adapted to represent the Church of God, but 
the Church is actually represented by it in other parts of Scrip- 
ture. In particular, in the Apocalypse, “the seven candlesticks 
are the seven Churches.” Since then a candlestick in general is 
the Scriptural symbol ofa Church, a candlestick with seven branch- 
es and lamps must be the symbol of the universal Church, spread 
abroad through al! its numerous congregations, having and giving 
light. For the number seven being used in Scripture to denote not 
merely an indefinite multitude, but totality and perfection, the 
seven lamps are well calculated to denote all the various and dis- 


persed congregations of ihe great spiritual body, at the same 


time that, being fixed on bramches proceeding from one shaft, 
they plainly imply, that all those congregations are united in one 
body of the universal Church. 

The Church of Israel was represented by this figure of a can- 
dlestick in the tabernacle and temple; and since the Gentile 





a etiee. 


OI 6 a al a Nl ll: 


earns ae 








ave Maa ash 2 Mca es Eres 






































1825.) Remarks on the Candlestick in Zechariah’s Vision. 211 


Church was on every account entitled to be represented by a like 
type as the Jewish, the two great divisions of the Church would 
be properly represented by two candlesticks of seven branches 
each. But since these Churches have been made one, what 
symbol could be so apt and so consistent with Scriptural doctrines 
and imagery, as that of a candlestick bearing fourteen lamps on 
as many branches, issuing in two septenaries from its opposite 
sides? Such exactly was the candlestick exhibited in vision to 
Zechariah. 

The candlestick must have had. some base or foot, which 


would represent the foundation on which the Church stands. 


This is no other than Jesus Christ, and the base, therefore, must 
have been the stone with seven eyes mentioned in this, as well 
as in the foregoing vision. ‘The shaft of a candlestick springs up 
immediately from the base, and is in reality nothing more than 
the elongation or elevation of it. In the one, Christ is represent- 
ed as the foundation of the Church; in the other, he appears as 
the principle of spiritual vitality to all its congregations and mem- 
bers. The branches of the candlestick growing out of the 
shaft, intimate the closest union, and absolute dependence of 
all of them upon him; in exact correspondence with that other 
figure, under which our Lord is pleased to represent himself 
as the trunk of the spiritual vine, and his disciples as the 
branches. 

On the right and left sides of the candlestick were two olive- 
trees, which attracted the particular attention of the prophet; 
and he enquired ‘‘ what are these two olive-trees ?”’ and again, 
“¢ what are the two branches of the olive-trees, which, throdgh 
two oil-gutters, drain off the oil from them?” ‘The answer of 
the interpreting angel seems to imply an almost culpable igno- 
rance in the prophet. ‘* Knowest thou not what these be? These 
are the two sons of oil which stand before the Lord of the whole 
earth.” An olive-tree is used by Jeremiah, and by St. Paul, as 
an emblem of the Jewish Church. But the Church compounded 
of Jewish and Gentile believers is already set before us in the 
significant emblem of the golden candlestick. We must, there- 
fore, find for the two olive-trees, a different interpretation, 
which shall join the subjects represented by them in the most 
intimate relation to the Church, * We may fairly presume 
them,” says Dr. Blaney, * to be no other, than the two dispen- 
sations of the law and the gospel, under which were communi- 
cated the precious oracles of divine truth, which illuminate the 
soul and make men wise unto salvation.’ The dispensations of 
God in the Scriptures of the Old and New Testament, are the 
sole fountains of the spiritual oil, the only sources, whence divine 
or moral, religious or saving truth, is derived to men in. perfect 
purity. -The olive-trees give out their oil by two peculiar and 
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conspicuous branches, which of course are intended to represent 
some eminent and especial instruments for the propagation of 
true religion. ‘These are the ministers of the law and the gos- 
pel, or, I should rather say, of the Christian religion, considered 
as two distinct bodies of men, following, in analogy to the candle- 
stick, the grand division of the universal Church into its two 
primitive and principal parts, the Jewish and the Gentile. For 
the Christian ministry actually fulfils the office of the Jewish 
priesthood, administering the old dispensation to its true and best 
intent and purpose, not according to the letter which killeth, but 
according to the spirit which giveth life. The two branches 
shed forth the juice of the trees to the support of the lights on 
the candlestick, so do the ministers of the Christian religion con- 
vey to their congregations the sacred truths contained in the dis- 
pensations of the law and the gospel. ‘+ These,” said the angel, 
““are the two sons of oil, which stand before the Lord of the 
whole earth.”” These two sons of oil possess abundantly, and are 
capable of supplying adequately to the wants of the Church, 
those divine and moral truths which enlighten men’s minds with 
the knowledge, and touch their hearts with the love of God, and 
of the things which are conducive to salvation. They are said 
to stand before the Lord of the whole earth, the whole territory 
of Christendom, as ministers of his presence, strengthened by his 
might, as stewards of his mysteries, to act the part of the wise 
householder, who bringeth forth out of his treasures things new 
and old. The flow of juice from these symbolical trees is not 
limited to any particular seasons, but is perennial and perpetual. 
‘This is quite suitable to the nature of the subjects represented 
by them, which continually send forth their sacred stream of 
truth, without intermission or failure, in all places, at all seasons 
and periods, through the hands and instruments appointed to con- 
vey the same. Again, the two branches sgnd out the oil through 
two oil gutters or spouts. ‘These must represent the chanels, as 
it were, through which the ministers of the divine dispensations 
convey the blessings of religious, saving truth ; those institutions, 
both of divine and human origin, which afford to the ministry 
the most convenient and edifyiug means of making known the 
truth; such are the sacraments and religious ordinances, creeds 
and confessions of faith, liturgies, oral and written instructions. 
The bowl, which is the reservoir of all the oil poured forth 
from the two olive-trees, must necessarily signify something 
which is the recipient of the whole body of truth, made known 
by the two dispensations. Now such a recipient is no where to 
be found, but in the body of the Church universal. The bowl, 
indeed, cannot typify the Church as it is known to the world in 
the outward and visible persons and actions of its members, but 
ag it is discernible in contemplation only to the eye of the under- 
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standing. It represents the Church at unity, having all its parts 
nourished by the same food, pervaded by the same circulating 
blood, animated by the same living spirit, according to the image 
repeatedly employed by St. Paul to represent the unity of the 
Church. The pipes, which are the media of communication be- 
fween the lamps and the bowl, answer the same purpose to the 
dishes and cups of the former, as the two oil-gutters do to the 
latter. ‘They consequently represent the same things in respect 
to the several congregations, as the others do in respect to the 
whole body of the Catholick Church; 2. e. the ministry of the 
two dispensations conveying the doctrines of truth and salvation 
to their respective flocks. 

It will now perhaps be asked, since the lamps are supposed to 
be alight; and they could not light themselves, who it is, that 
hath kindled their flames? The work not being represented by 
any symbol, is plainly intended to be conceived, as that of an in- 
visible hand, of one who operates by natural secret influence. 
This answers precisely to the effect of the Holy Spirit upon 
Christians. In vain would the truth be heard by their ears, and 
received by their understandings from the two dispensations 
through the ministry, if the Holy Ghost by his . . . influences did 
not give effect to the word published, and to the labours of those 
who publish it....All... that is well pleasing in the sight of God 
and truly useful to man,...all proceed from the operation of the 
Holy Ghost, bringing the principle of truth into action, kindling 
the sacred oil into a bright and steady flame. 

From this part of the vision, thus interpreted, we may clear- 
ly conclude that its principal and essential object was to predict 
the foundation and erection, the establishment and perfection, of 
the Christian Church by the hand of the Son of God, as its 
Founder, Redeemer, High priest, and King, continually protect- 
ing and governing it by his power and providence, enlightening, 
admonishing, nourishing, supporting, animating, and comiorting it 
by the Holy Ghost. The symbol, by which this is represented, 
is truly magnificent in its general conception, and truly admirable 
for exactness in the detail of its construction. At the same time, 
it must be humbly acknowledged, thai the Catholick Church, thus 
typified in beauty and glory, is not such as we at present behold 
it, but rather such as it ought to be, such as it is in its capabili- 
ties, according to the exemplar formed of it in the divine mind; 
such, however, as it is destined to appear, and certainly will ap- 
pear hereafter, even upon this earth, when ‘ God shall take to 
himself his great power and reign,’ and ‘ his will shall be done 
in earth as it is in heaven.’ Let us not then for the present tar- 
nish the beauty and glory of the representation, by turning our 
attention, when it is not so directed, to the actual state of the 
subject. Insome of its congregations, and in many of its indi- 
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vidual members, the Church yet wears an aspect not unanswera- 
ble to the pure candlestick, with its vivid, steady, and undecaying 
lights. In these let us take complacency, let us rejoice and ex- 
ult. Besides, the Redeemer yet continues to separate those 
seven into the hands of his ministers, by their agency collecting 
new congregations of believers, to shine with -living lustre as 
lamps of the candlestick, shedding its light farther and farther 
mto the remote and dark corners of the earth. Why it has 
pleased our Founder and Prince to proceed thus leisurely in 
rearing his temple, and extending his sceptre, is not for us to 
know. It is one of the deep things of God, who represses all 
anxious enquires into the mysterious subject, ky involving it in 
the majestick obscurity of his unrevealed will. ‘ He will have 
mercy on whom he will have mercy.” Let us, who are the ob- 
jects of that mercy, not fail or slacken in our endeavours to dif- 
fuse abroad the light ef our candlestick, among the nations that 
still ** sit in darkness, and in the shadow of death,” committing 
and commending at the same time, our efforts to the supreme 
Disposer in the submission of faith, and rejoicing in the conscious 
satisfaction, tuat we have long since been accustomed to receive 
the sacred golden oil from the two sons of oil, ‘ by hands and in- 
struments duly subordinated to the power of his Spirit.’ 





PASTORAL ADDRESS, 


Delivered by the Right Rev. Bishop Moore, on Thursday, the 19th 
May last, to the Convention of the Protestant Episcopal Church 
an Virginia. 

Once more, my beloved brethren, hath the Almighty in his provi- 
dence permitted us to assemble in Convention ; to come up to the 
house of God in company, and to take sweet counsel together. 
Twelve months have elapsed since our last annnual meeting, dur- 
ing which time we have been preserved in safety, and not one 
has been taken from our ranks. ‘“ Bless the Lord, O our souls, 
and forget not all his benefits.” 

With the calls which have been made upon me from various 
parts of the Diocese the last year, it has been impossible for me 
to comply ; owing to the want of an assistant to fill my place in 
this city. As far, however, as the duty | owe my own congre- 
gation, and the indisposition under which | have laboured, would 
admit of my absence from home, I have yielded to the solicita- 
tions of the people, and have visited the country parishes. 

On my way home from the Convention in Staunton, last May, 
I stopped in the county of Cumberland, and preached to an atten- 
tive auditory, at the house of Mr. William Cock. That vener: 
















































































1825.] Pastoral Address of Bishop Moore. 215 
able man and a considerable number of his neighbours, still retain 
their attachment to the Church of their fathers; and I have no 
doubt that a spirited and well qualified missionary would soon re- 
vive its interests in that district, and repair the desoiations of our 
Zion in that part of the Diocese. 

In the month of June | visited the county of Gloucester, and 
officiated on the Sabbath to a large congregation in Ware church, 
and on the day following I rode to Abingdon church, but ow ing to 
a heavy rain I preached to a small auditory. Few are the par- 
ishes which hold up stronger inducements for the location of a 
clergyman than Gloucester. The people, notwithsianding their 
long privation of the services of the Church, continue their at- 
tachment to our communion. Within a few years, they have 
repaired one of their houses of worship, and would furnish a cler- 
gvman of piety and talents with a comfortable support. The 
society is excellent, and [ am confident that I do fhem no more 
than justice to say, that a clergyman mictht calculate with certain- 
ty upon a happy settlement in the bosom of that affectionate and 
hospitable people. 

In the month of July T went to Williamsburg, at which place I 
preached to a large congregation, and also administered the Lord’s 
Supper. The first of August | visited the town of Petersburg in 
company with Doctor Wilmer, at which place I administered the 
Lord’s Supper, admitted to the Holy Order of Deacons the Rev. 
John Cook, and the Rev. Lucius Carter. I preached in the eve- 
ning and then bade them farewell. 

In September, I visited the Churches in Alexandria, and preach- 
ed to both congregations, In November, I went to Hanover, 
preached in Allen’s Creek church, and also at the mansion of the 
late Col. Sims. The Rev. Mr. Cook is settled in Hanover: he 


is doing much good, and is very much beloved by the people of 


his charge. 

The latter end of November, I again went into the lower conn- 
try, preached and administered the Lord’s Supper on the morn- 
ing of the Sabbath, in the church in Williamsburg, and in the 
evening lectured at the house of Judge Semple, and confirmed 
his daughter. 

The “Monday follewing I rode to Yorktown, preached in the 
morning at the court- house, and in the afternoon at the house of 
Mr. Nelson, to attentive congregations. 

Last month I visited the county of Amelia, and preached at the 
house of Mr. Meade. In that county there exists all the materi- 
als necessary for the formation of a respectable congregation, and 
1 give it as my decided opinion, that a faithful, prudent, and intel- 
ligent- clergyman would be well received by the people, and 
meet with abundant success in his ministry. 
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(To remedy some difficulties, brethren, which have presented 
themselves to view,) I conceive it a duty incumbent on me at this 
time, to offer a few observations on the subject of an obedience 
to the services of the Church, (and as the clergy cannot charge 
me with unkindness in my intercvurse with them, I trust my re- 
marks will be received with the same spirit of conciliation with 
which they will be offered—and not charged to a spirit of im- 
proper domination.) 

The Church of which we are members has always felicitated 
herself upon the possession of a liturgy, combining with the sound- 
est sense, the purest and most sublimated devotion: a liturgy, 
which has commanded the respect and admiration of some of the 
greatest and most enlightened men who have lived since the re- 
formation. To enable the clergy to conduct the devotions of the 
people in perfect uniformity, rubricks have been attached to ail 
the offices of religion; a compliance with which is required of 
every miuister prior to his ordination. 

Although the services of the Church have been thus guarded, 
still it has sometimes happened that a departure from the liturgy 
has taken place, and the beauty of our incomparable form of wor- 
ship been in some measure destroyed. 

When an individual instructed in the peculiarities of our service 
is engaged in the duties of the sanctuary, he can follow with in- 
describable pleasure the officiating clergyman in the regular 
exercise of this office; he is always prepared to unite in the 
prayers, and to worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness, with- 
out the least distraction of mind; but when it so happens that the 
clergyman is inattentive to the rubricks, the devotional exercises 


_of the worshipper are obstructed; his mind, instead of being pre- 


served calm and serene, becomes perplexed, and his religious 
feelings changed into those of disappointment, if not displeasure. 
1 indulge the hope, brethren, that in those instances to which the 
aberrations alluded to have been practised, they have arisen more 
from inconsideration than design ; and that it is only necessary to 
mention the evil, to have it remedied. 

Another subject to which I must call your attention, is the fund 
for the support of the Episcopate in the Diucese of Virginia. Ido 
this with less reluctance than I otherwise should, in consequence 
of my age, and the impossibility of reaping from it any personal 
advantages whatever. 

The Bishop of the Diocese has duties to perform which render 
it improper that he should be confined to the superintendence of 
a particular parish. All the congregations in the state form the 
objects of his pastoral charge, and are equally entitled to his su- 
perintending care. Was the Bishop at perfect liberty, he could 
visit at pleasure the destitute parts of his Diocese—convince the 
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people of the interest he takes in their concerns—keep alive 
their attachment to the Church, and prevent them from a depar- 
ture from the fold. When contined to the charge of a single 
congregation, the entreaties of those who are destitute of minis- 
terial aid cannot be complied with—His children ask for the 
bread of life at his hands, and he is obliged to withhold the aid 
for which they implore: they plead their relation to him as to 
their spiritual Father, and they plead in vain—they demand his 
fostering care in accents which touch his heart; but their de- 
mands, however reasonable and just, it is beyond his power to 
satisfy. 

Such, brethren, has been my situation since my residence in 
Virginia, and such must be the situation of my successor, unless 
some provision should be made to meet the evil. A clergyman, 
of suitable talents, who would travel through the Diocese, and 
who might be employed as a missionary at the same time, could, 
{ am well convinced, in the space of two years complete the 
plan you have already commenced ; and enable your Diocesan to 
perform the duties belonging to his office. What person who 
considers himself a member of the Church would retuse a few 
dollars for the completion of such an object? What Virginian 
who recollects the attachment of his departed parents to the 
Church, and who remembers the period when he was led by 
them to worship in our courts, would shut his ears to our peti- 
tions, or send us empty away from his doors? My brethren! ] 
have travelled too much through this Diocese to consider such an 
event possible. [ know the Virginia character too well to believe 
that the old Church, dilapidated as she is in many places, would 
ask for bread and receive a stone—no, my brethren, it is impos- 
sible. ‘The remains of their parents are interred in many instan- 
ces, within the walls or around the walls of our ruined temples, 
and those revered relicks would make such an appeal to their 
hearts, as they would not be willing to resist. Make then, I be- 
seech you, one vigorous eflort in the case submitted to you—en- 
ter upon the concern with one heart and mind, and the Lord will 
in mercy bless your efforts. < 

At the last Convention, an arrahgement was made for the pro- 
curing an assistant in this parish, in order to enable me to attend 
to the duties of the Diocese. The assistant contemplated has 
been called, and is new a member of this Convention—I have 
promised to pay him five hundred dollars annually out of my sal- 
ary, and the last Convention pledged themselves fora similar 
sum—I mention these circumstances, in order that the parishes 
may take such measures to raise their proportion of the salary 
as they consider expedient in the case. May God in tender mer- 
cy, my beloved brethren, preside in the council of his Church 
——~directus.in all our doings, and further us with his continual help. 
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BISHOP BOWEN’S ADDRESS, 


‘0 the Convention of the Protestant Episcopal Church of the Dio- 
cese of South Carolina, held in St. Michael’s Church, Charles- 
ton, February 16th, 1825. 


My Brethren of the Clergy and of the Laity, 

Tue statement which it is my duty to make to you on this oc- 
cation, of the occurrences and transactions of the year, in which, 
as members of this Convention, we are interested, needs not any 
long suspension of its business. The Churches, besides those in 
the city, in which, according to the requisitions of the Canon, I 
have officially ministered since your last meeting are Christ Church, 
Christ Church parish; St. John’s Church, Edisto; St. John’s, John’s 
Island; St. John’s, Berkley; the Church at North Santee; 5t. He- 
lena’s Church, Beaufort; St. Helena’s Church, st. Helena Island ; 
and St. Luke’s parish Church. In the last instance of visitation 
duty mentioned, a new building, erected near the original parish 
Charch, on ground given for the purpose by John Guerard, Esq., 
was consecrated. This edifice has been erected by a liberal ef- 
fort of pious zeal on the part of the member: of this parish; and 
is an honourable memorial of the efficacy of the ministry among 
them, as well as of a reverence for the sanctuary, which a too 
parsimonious appropriation of the ability held at the hands of the 
Lord of the sanctuary, could not satisfy. It is hoped that the 
Rev. Mr. Van Pelt, now the rector of this parish, will in future 
be enabled to spend as well the summer as the winter months 
among its people; and thus enhance to them the value of his 
already much esteemed services. Christ Church parish, which, 
when I visited it. was served by occasional missionary ministra- 
tions, has since engaged more statedly the services of the Rev. 
Mr. F. H. Rutledge. Confirmation was administered, on my vis- 
iting them, in St. John’s Church, Edisto Island; St. Helena’s, 
Beaufort ; and St. Helena’s, St. Helena Island; and in St. Luke’s 
Church. The same rite has been administered, also, in the 
course of the year, in St. Philip’s, St. Paul’s, and St. Michael’s 
Churches, in this city. The whole number of persons on these 
several occasions confirmed is 107. At Beaufort, Mr. Edward 
Neufville was ordained a Deacon. Other persons admitted with- 
in the year to the same order of the ministry, are, Charles Elliot, 
Paul Trapier Keith, Philip Gadsden, Edward Thomas, George 
W. Hathaway, and Isaac Low. The two last mentioned persons 
had not been candidates for the ministry in this Diocese. Their 
ordination here was authorized, in the case of Mr. Hathaway, by 
letters dismissory from Bishop Ravenscroft; and in that of Mr. 
Low, by testimonials addressed to me, from the standing commit- 
tee of New-York; the Bishop of that Diocose being absent on 
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account of his health; concerning which, as a matter in which 
we cannot but feel ourselves greatly interested, it is grateful to 
have learned that recent intelligence has gladdened his anxious 
Diocese; and the hope is authorized that he will soon resume 
his important duties. 

Mr. Hathaway has accepted an appointment to serve the 
Church at Cheraw, in the stead of the Rev. Mr. Wright, who has 
been obliged by the want of compensation adequate to the sup- 


' port of a numerous family, to discontinue his ministry in that sta- 


tion. Mr. Low has undertaken to serve the Church at St. Si- 
mon’s, in Georgia. 

Jandidates received within the year are, Mr. Aaron Dexter, 
and Mr. Richard S. Green. These, with such as have been be- 
fore reported, and not yet ordained, make the whole number of 
candidates now belonging to the Diocese to be five. 

Of changes which have occurred since our last meeting, I have 
first to refer, with a sorrow of which you all cannot but be parta- 
kers, to that occasioned by the death of the Rev. Mr, Gilbert, 
rector of Grace Church, Sullivan’s Island, and Professor of Math- 
ematicks in Charleston College. He fell among the many victims 
of pestilence, in October last; and the Church of which he was 
rector, has wept in his death, the loss of a pious, able, and much 
esteemed and respected minister. Indeed, not to that particular 
congregation and community only, but to our Church and society 
in general, his loss is greater than I can express. He was in 
every relation and character which Providence had given him to 
sustain, well entitled to the esteem he so largely enjoyed. As the 
father of a family, as a minister of Christ, and as an instructor of 
youth, his death has been, and must continue to be deeply felt, 
and reasonably deplored. But, while we indulge a chastened 
sorrow on account of the calamity which it has pleased the Lord 
to bring upon our Church, in the removal of this estimable and 
valued brother, let us not be unmindful of the goodness which 
has exempted our Church, as to its clergy, so generally from the 
afflictions of the year; and permitted an enlargement of their 
number, under circumstances encouraging to our hopes, of their 
increased collective usefulness and honour. ‘The removal of the 
Rev. Mr. Adams, lately professor of mathematics in Brown Uni- 
versity, into this diocese, and the addition of six other clergymen 
to our number by ordination, are pleasing circumstances, well 
calculated to affect comfortably the mind, which, as to the condi- 
tion and character of our Church, looks with solicitude to the fu- 
ture. Mr. Adams has been appointed principal of .Charleston 
College, and the persons recently ordained are, with the excep- 
tion of Mr. Keith, who has been appointed to serve the Church 
at North Santee, employed under arrangements made by the 
Protestant’ Episcopal Society for the Advancement of Christianity, 
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The Rev. Mr. Taylor has removed from North Santee to the 
Church on John’s ‘Island. No other removal has taken place 
within the year, among our parochial ministers. 

The provision which was mentioned to you at the last convey- 
tion, for the accommodation of the poor of our communion in the 
city at public worship, has been since completed; and the church 
which you were informed was building, having been consecrated, 
is in regular use by a minister acting in the capacity of domestick 
missionary, and a congregation which his assiduons and faithful 
services have induced to attend statedly there the offices of our 
Church’s worship 

The Protestant Episcopal Society for the Advancement of 
Christianity in South-Carolina, continues usefully to prosecute the 
objects of its institution. It has suffered, with most other institu- 
tions of charity, from the pecyniary embarrassment which has 
characterized the last few years; but has nevertheless, been able 
to extend important aid to the Church in several places. If, in 
the present year, its aid should, in some instances, be withheld 
from those who have heretofore experienced its benefits, it will 
be through no diminution of its good will towards them, but 
through the absolute necessity of a discrimination by which, of 
demands upon its bounty, a selection is made of those which 
seemed to have their foundation in a need the most urgent, be- 
cause otherwise entirely incapable of relief. Missionary services 
are now, by its means, extended to some of the middle districts 
of the state, to Pendleton and Cheraw in the upper, and to sever- 
al places in the lower. Let me be permitted again earnestly to 
solicit for this society, the patronage of ail members of our 
Church, who hitherto have not been contributors, either by an- 
nual or ‘life subscription, to its funds. It has been instrumental of 
great good, and would be of more, if its claims were noticed ac- 
cording to their plain, unquestionable, intrinsic merit. 

It is proper that I take this occasion to mention, that by an 
act ef the legislature at its last session, the charter of the society 
has been so altered, as to authorize and qualify the trustees to 
receive in trust such funds as may be committed to them by oth- 
er corporations. All doubt is thus removed of the safety recip- 
rocally between themselves and the vestries of parishes which 
had given, or may hereafter give, property into their trust, in 
order to its being more effectually secured to the purposes of its 
sacred appropriation. 

Is it not desirable that a committee of this body be appointed, 
who, together with a committee of the trustees of the Society 
for the Advancement of Christianity, may consult as to the prac- 
ticability ef rescuing from alienation from all uses of the Church, 
property which, originally given for them, is now remaining in 
some places where the offices of our Church have been for years 
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suspended ; and are likely to continue so, from the want of per- 
sons sufficient in number for parochial organization? 

I will detain you with little in addition to the statement of mat- 
ters thus in compliance with express requisition laid before you. 

Of our General Seminary, it were scarcely allowable that I 
should make no mention. It has been favoured with your liber- 
al interest in its welfare; and its condition and prospects, at eve- 
ry such meeting as the present, must be to you a subject of so- 
licitude and inquiry. It is grateful to me to be authorized to 
report to you respecting these, that they are better than when 
we last were together here. Important measures wisely adapt- 
ed to the advancement of the interests of the institution, were 
adopied by the annual meeting of the trustees in July last; and 
and the hopes of its friends are in some happy degree animated. 
Still there is occasion, in contemplating the state of this institu- 
tion in reference to the numbers and wealth of the members of 
the Protestant Episcopal Church in the United States, to appre- 
hend that either the right steps have not yet been taken to bring 
its claim duly under their attention, or that it is vain to expect 
them to act with a common and concentrated feeling, upon sub- 
jects the most urgently and worthily demanding it. ‘The semina- 
ry is still inadequately endowed, and is supported more by the 
disinterested zeal of its faculty, than the liberality of the Church. 
The purpose adopted of permanently locating it in buildings to 
be erected for its accommodation in the immediate vicinity of the 
city of New York, affords encouragement to hope, that it will 
soon present itself more conspicuously and intelligibly to all, as 
an object of safe and satisfactory benefaction. From the known 
generosity of the enterprizing and energetick community in 
which its seat is fixed, much is reasonably expected. 

It was deemed proper on a former occasion, to recommend to 
the patronage of the members of our Church, pericdical reli- 
gious publications conducted in New York and the eastern Dio- 
cese, as vehicles of useful intelligence and instruction. At the 
beginning of the last year, a work of that description was under- 
taken by members of our Church in this city. It has not vet 
been adequately supported; chiefly, it may be presumed. be- 
cause it has not been generally known. May I be permitted to 
mention, that the continued publication of such a work among 
ourselves, is, for obvious reasons, much to be desired ; and to re- 


quest for it the countenance and patronage of the members of 


this body ? 

I have only further, in concluding, to express as usual to my 
brethren of the clergy, the solicitude I feel, that in the business 
which we in common have in hand, we may be found faithful. 
Thev will bear with me, even should | seem importunate with 
them on tlie subject, while | urge the importance of the utmost 
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The Rev. Mr. Taylor has removed from North Santee to the 
Church on John’s ‘Island. No other removal has taken place 
within the year, among our parochial ministers. 

The provision which was mentioned to you at the last conven- 
tion, for the accommodation of the poor of our communion in the 
city at public worship, has been since completed; and the church 
which you were informed was building, having been consecrated, 
is in regular use by a minister acting in the capacity of domestick 
missionary, and a congregation which his assiduons and faithful 
services have induced to attend statedly there the offices of our 
Church’s worship 

The Protestant Episcopal Society for the Advancement of 
Christianity in South-Carolina, continues usefully to prosecute the 
objects of its institution. It has suffered, with mosi other institu- 
tions of charity, from the pecyniary embarrassment which has 
characterized the last few years; but has nevertheless, been able 
to extend important aid to the Church in several places. If, in 
the present year, its aid should, in some instances, be withheld 
from those who have heretofore experienced its benefits, it will 
be through no diminution of its good will towards them, but 
through the absolute necessity of a discrimination by which, of 
demands upon its bounty, a selection is made of those which 
seemed to have their foundation in a need the most urgent, be- 
cause otherwise entirely incapable of relief. Missionary services 
are now, by its means, extended to some of the middle districts 
of the state, to Pendleton and Cheraw in the upper, and to sever- 
al places in the lower. Let me be permitted again earnestly to 
solicit for this society, the patronage of all members of our 
Church, who hitherto have not been contributors, either by an- 
nual or life subscription, to its funds. It has been instrumental of 
great good, and would be of more, if its claims were noticed ac- 
cording to their plain, unquestionable, intrinsic merit. 

It is proper that I take this occasion to mention, that by an 
act ef the legislature at its last session, the charter of the society 
has been so altered, as to authorize and qualify the trustees to 
receive in trust such funds as may be committed to them by oth- 
er corporations. All doubt is thus removed of the safety recip- 
rocally between themselves and the vestries of parishes which 
had given, or may hereafter give, property into their trust, in 
order to its being more effectually secured to the purposes of its 
sacred appropriation. 

Is it not desirable that a committee of this body be appointed, 
who, together with a committee of the trustees of the Society 
for the Advancement of Christianity, may consult as to the prac- 
ticability ef rescuing from alienation from all uses of the Church, 
property which, originally given for them, is now remaining in 
some places where the offices of our Church have been for years 
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suspended ; and are likely to continue so, from the want of per- 
sons sufficient in number for parochial organization? 

I will detain you with little in addition to the statement of mat- 
ters thus in compliance with express requisition laid before you. 

Of our General Seminary, it were scarcely allowable that I 
should make no mention. It has been favoured with your liber- 
al interest ia its welfare; and its condition and prospects, at eve- 
ry such meeting as the present, must be to you a subject of so- 
licitude and inquiry. It is grateful to me to be authorized to 
report to you respecting these, that they are better than when 
we last were together here. Important measures wisely adapt- 
ed to the advancement of the interests of the institution, were 
adopted by the annual meeting of the trustees in July last; and 
and the hopes of its friends are in some happy degree animated. 
Still there is occasion, in contemplating the state of this institu- 
tion in reference to the numbers and weaith of the members of 
the Protestant Episcopal Church in the United States, to appre- 
hend that either the right steps have not yet been taken to bring 
its claim duly under their attention, or that it is vain to expect 
them to act with a common and concentrated feeling, upon sub- 
jects the most urgently and worthily demanding it. ‘The semina- 
ry is still inadequately endowed, and is supported more by the 
disinterested zeal of its faculty, than the liberality of the Church. 
The purpose adopted of permanently locating it in buildings to 
be erected for its accommodation in the immediate vicinity of the 
city of New York, affords encouragement to hope, that it will 
soon present itself more conspicuously and inteiligibly to all, as 
an object of safe and satisfactory benefaction. From the known 
generosity of the enterprizing and energetick community in 
which its seat is fixed, much is reasonably expected. 

It was deemed proper on a former occasion, to recommend to 
the patronage of the members of our Church, pericdical reli- 
gious publications conducted in New York and the eastern Dio- 
cese, as vehicles of useful intelligence and instruction. At the 
beginning of the last year, a work of that description was under- 
taken by members of our Church in this city. It has not vet 
been adequately supported; chiefly, it may be presumed. be- 
cause it has not been generally known. May I be permitted to 
mention, that the continued publication of such a work among 
ourselves, is, for obvious reasons, much to be desired ; and to re- 
quest for it the countenance and patronage of the members of 
this body ? 

I have only further, in concluding, to express as usual to my 
brethren of the clergy, the solicitude I feel, that in the business 
which we in common have in hand, we may be found faithful. 
Thev will bear with me, even should I seem importunate with 
them on’ tife subject, while | urge the importance of the utmost 
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industry of service in our several places which circumstances 
will possibly permit. [n some instances the portion of the year 
is less than the half of it, in which it seems to be regarded safe 
or necessary to remain in the scene of duty. In such cases, I 

need not say, there is not a day to spare from the most active 
and efficient occupation of which we are capable; and especially 
as to the duties of our ministry among those who must, during 
our absence from them, be without any pastoral instruction and 
attentions. lam ignorant of the character of no one who is in 
the exercise of the ‘pastoral functions among us, and | am confi- 
dent I do not err in entertaining the assurance, that there is no 
one to whom it is indifferent whether all be done that may, with- 
in the sphere of his bounden duty, to make his office useful in 
promoting the divine glory and human happiness. Yet there 
may be, on the part “of some of my brethren, yet comparatively 
inexperienced in the ministry, an unconscious oversight of claims 
on their pastoral attention, which, on consideration, they will, 

I am satisfied, in every instance, cordially recognize. People of 
the humble descriptions of life may, in our country places, not 
prefer their claim on our notice by an attendance on the offices 
we statedly administer. ‘They are not the less, for that reason, 
entitled to our solicitude and attention. Wherever, on inquiry, 
they are not found to profess themselves to be of other denomi- 
nations, our duty plainly is to consider them as subjects of our 
pastoral care, and to endeavour to make them partakers of the 
benefits of our ministry. ‘They may be found reluctant to attend 
upon the offices of the Church, and they may be unabl® to con- 
tribute to their support. But these reasons will not excuse us 
from the manifest duty of interesting ourselves in their moral 
welfare, and with a view to this, endeavouring to interest them in 
the objects of our ministry. Let us earnestly deprecate the re- 
proach from our Church, that the rich and the poor should not 
meet together in it before the Lord, their common Maker. 

My brethren of the laity will indulge me with the liberty to 
suggest, how much the clergy in the performance of their duties 
need their unwearied kindness and support. They are aware of 
the difficulties and inconveniences with which, in some instances, 
faithful ministers of Christ have to contend, in the prosecution of 
their duties. I cannot but be painfully solicitous to see these as 
much as possible lessened, and am persuaded that no Christian 
mind can be indifferent that they should be. There is nothing 
which, either as Christians or citizens, we consistently can more 
earnestly desire, than that the moral efficacy of the ministry may 
pervade the whole system of society, and be seen upon the char- 
acter and conduct of all classes of people. I need not detain you 
to show that this cannot be, if the provision is withheld which is 
riecessary to enable those intrusted with it to perform its duties 
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In many places of this Diocese there is a liberality exercised in 
making such provision, which, taken in reference to nufhbers, 
will scarcely be found in any place in any other. May its hon- 
ourable example diffuse its influence wherever circumstances 
make it necessary. N. BOWEN. 


FOR THE GOSPEL ADVOCATE. 


A CONSIDERATION OF SOME POPULAR OBJECTIONS TO THE 
EPISCOPAL CHURCH. 


No. Hl. 


A second objection frequently made to the Episcopal Church 
in this country is derived from the supposed persecution which 
our ancestors suffered under the English hierarchy, during the 
reigns of Elizabeth and the succeeding monarchs of the house of 
Stuart. Shall we, it is asked, countenance and support a system 
which drove our fathers from their native land to encounter the 
dangers of an almost untraversed ocean, and all the horrors of a 
savage wilderness ? And it is not improbable that this single con- 
sideration may have had more influence in preventing the in- 
crease of the Church, than all the arguments which have ever 
been offered. It takes advantage of a popular prejudice, and by 
enlisting in its behalf a common weakness of human nature, easily 
excites a powerful disaffection towards what is considered the 
author of the calamities of our progenitors. ‘Their pious and 
venerable characters are connected, in imagination, with the 
domineering and cruel spirit of an arrogant and a lordly prelacy, 
and, without reflection, we are inclined, at once, to espouse in ail 
its parts the cause of the injured, and to condemn without mercy 
both the person and the principles of the oppressor. And it has 
always been the custom, from the first settlement of New Eng- 
land down to the present time, on every public occuasion of reli- 
gious or political festivity, and in ordinary discourses and essays, 
to foster and strengthen the feelings which have been thus en- 
kindled ; and, in relation to Episcopacy, to perpetuate the ill will 
and the animosity of the descendants of the puritans. But what 
is the substance of the argument? If it amount to any thing, it is 
merely this, that a Church in connexion with the civil government, 
which has enforced uniformity by penal statutes cannot be found- 
ed in truth. The inference, however, cannot with any justice 
be drawn. Persecution, on the part of those who are entrusted 
with authority, does nu more alter the nature and constitution of 
the Church than any other wickedness that may be practised by 
its rulers. The dissenters themselves have been persecutors, 96 
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the history of the quakers and others will bear ample witness; 

and if from a similar conduct on the part of Episcopalians, they 
are justified in pronouncing our system faise and unscriptural, we 
may, fur the same reason, condemn that to which they are at- 
tached. 

But it is said that the persecution which was carried on by the 
puritans against those who had been encouraged by their own 
example to acts of schism, ought not to diminish our respect for 
their characters and principles, because such was the prevailing 
spirit of the age, that it is a matter of no surprise that they should 
have imbibed notions which were almost universally received.-~ 
And why not allow the same plea in extenuation of the fault of 
the Church of England? If the latter were guilty, the former 
certainly could not be innocent, amd it is most absurd to pretend 
an excuse of such a nature for the enormities committed by one 
party, while the other is continually censured and defamed. But 
it is not admitted that the persecution of the Church were, in 
reality, such as have been stated. Partial and prejudiced his- 
torians have concealed and distorted the truth, and it is impossi- 
ble to form a correct opinion upon the subject without a general 
acquaintance with the state of the times and the extravagances 
which marked the course of the Puritan reformers. Their in- 
tention was to overthrow the government of their country, in 
which they finally succeeded, as well as to rectify the abuses 
which they pretended had crept into the Church. ‘Treason and 
rebellion were in their progress, and it was necessary for the 
general safety as well as for the interests of the protestant reli- 
gion that vigorous and efficient measures should be adopted by the 
lawful authorities of the nation. The fanaticism of the age had 
reached an alarming height, and it was not difficult to predict the 
ruin in which it would end if some powerful means were not em- 
ployed to arrest its course. Perhaps, in the application, there 
were a few instances of unjustifiable severity, but the blame rested 
not with the Church, nor was there any rational ground, on account 


of it, for dissent. The persecutions, if such there were, did not 


affect either the nature or the evidences of the system; and if it 
be good in itself and apostolick i in its origin we are under the same 
obligation to support it as if, in its operation, it had never been 
the otcasion of evil. And it becomes us to take heed how we 
confound things which in their nature and end, are entirely differ- 
ent, although they may accidentally be found in union with one 
another. ‘The Church of England is, as it always has been, 
Episcopal in its government, but for particular reasons it is blend- 
ed with the state, and whatever be the argument which may be 
drawn from such a connexion, it cannot with any shadow of jus- 
tice or candor, be applied to the disadvantage of the pure and un- 
incumbered institutions which we are bound, by our professions, 
to reverence and defend, 
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825.] Amusements of the Age. 925 
That the first settlers of New-England did not entertain the 
most unfavourable opinions of the Church from which they dissent- 
ed, may be learnt from the following extracts of an address to the 
members of that Church, made immediately previous to their de- 
parture from their native land ;—*** We are bold to have re- 
course unto you as those whom God has placed nearest his throne of 
mercy.” ‘+ We desire you would be pleased to take notice of the 
principals and body of our company, as those who esteem it our 
honour to call the Church of England, from whence we rise, our 
dear mother, ever acknowledging, that such hope and part as we 
have obtained in the common salvation we have received in her bo- 
som and sucked from her breasts.’ “As members of the same 
body, we shall always rejoice in her good, and unfeignedly grieve 
for any sorrew that shall ever betide her; and, while we have 
‘breath, sincerely desire and endeavour the continuance and abun- 
dance ‘of her welfare, with the enlargement of her bounds in the 
kingdom of Christ Jesus.” It is not probable that, at the time of 
w riting this address, the pilgrims, as they are termed, contempla- 
ted so wide a separation from the Church of England as after- 
wards took place; and it is rather difficult to perceive in what 
way they could satisfy their consciences, or how their descend- 
ants can justify their practice in giving rise to a ‘schism in the 
body,” the ultimate evils of which might be beyond all human 
calculation, even when, according to their own acknowledgement, 
the best and surest means of salvation were to be found in the 
Church that they abandoned. S. 





AN PSSAY 


On the Impropriety and Inconsistency of Communicants engaging in 
what are called the Amusements of the ige-—By the Rev. Gregory 


T. Bedell, A. M., Rector of St. Andrews Church, Philadelphia. 
(Continued from page 196.) 


Ath. Another evil, and the last I shall mention is, that this 
worldly conformity is absolutely forbidden in the Scriptures. 

*“ The book of God divides the inhabitants of the world into 
two classes, which are described by various traits of character 
—_ specified, ‘The great majority called by way of empha- 

s, the world, are said to ‘lie in the wicked one, to walk after 
the flesh, to follow the course of this world, to have their con- 
versation in the lusts of the flesh, to fulfil the desires of the flesh 


* This address may be found entire ine Hutchinson’s History of Massachu- 
setts Bay, Appendix, No. 1. 
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and of the mind, and to be the children of wrath.’ The minority, 
who are chosen out of the mass called the world, are denominated 
‘children of light, and of God.°—They are said to be not of the 
world, even as their Lord and Master was not of the world. They 
have their * conversation in heaven, live in the Spirit, and walk 
in the Spirit... They * look not at the things which are seen and 
are temporal ; but at the things which are not seen, and are eter- 
nal.’ ‘These, on account of the contrariety apparent in their spi- 
ritual manners, the world is said to hate.—They are accounted as 
its filth, and are a spectacle of astonishment and detestation to it. 
‘The world is crucified unto them,and they unto the worid.’ 
The things of the world, ‘the lust of the flesh, the lust of the 
eye, and the pride of life, are their enemies, against which they 
maintain an incessant state of hostiliiy; and they are enabled, 
by ‘believing that Jesus is the Son of God, to overcome the 
world.’ Christ ‘ gave himself for them, that he might deliver 
them from this present evil world,’ and through his grace, they 
‘deny ungodliness and worldly lusts, and live soberly, righteous- 
ly, and godly in this present world.’” 

Says our Saviour, ‘* no man can serve two masters; for either 
he will hate the one and love the other, or eise he will hold to 
the one and despise the other. Ye cannot serve God and mam- 
mon.” Matt. vi. 24.—The apostle Paul exhorts—* be not con- 
formed to this world, but be ye transformed by the renewing of 
your mind that ye may prove what is that good and acceptable 
and perfect will of God.” Romans xii. 2.—Again, “ye are not 
your own, but ye are bought with a price,—therefore glorily 
God in your bodies and in your spirits which are his.” 1 Cor. 
vi. 20: and to mention but one more, that singularly impressive 
declaration of the Apostle, * The love of Christ constraineth us, 
because we thus judge, that if one died for all, then were all 
dead; and that he died for all, that they which live, should not 
henceforth live unto themselves, but unto Him which died for them 
and rose again.” 2 Cor. vy. 14,15. This is a standard by which 
few professors at present, | fear, would be willing to be mea- 
sured. 

But is it objected, to ali this reasoning, that I would thus shut 
up all kinds of amusement trom professing Christians. { answer, 
that the objection is entirely groundiess.—l would not debar 
them from all-amusements; but [ would have them understand, 
what is meant by the Apostle when he says, ** when | was a child, 
I spake asa child, | understood as a chiid, | thought as a child ; 
but when | became aman I put away chiidish things.” ‘This is 
precisely the situation in which a professing Christian is, or ought 
to be ; and when he loves, and indulges in, woridly amusements, 
it is equivalent to saying—I have sought for pleasures in religion, 


which I have failed to find ;—and I have been obliged to turn again 
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to the world. This is the language of the hearts of those who 
love the world and its vain amusements. But the real Christian 
has higher views; and even putting the experience of the happi- 
ness of religion out of the question, there are dignified enjoy- 
ments on the score of recreation which belong to him.—There 
are the charms of literature and sciemce—there are the deiights 
of a rational and enlightened seciety—the pleasures of conversa- 
tion—the endearments of domestick iife ; and an immense variety 
of social enjoyments, which as sun beams are actually sent by the 
Creator, to play amidst the ciouds of lile. Can the mere favoli- 
ties of pleasure be necessary for a Christian? Is it not in the 
power of religion to satisfy the minds ot its votaries by affording 
them sufficient employment, and delight, but mast they turn to 
the world for a supply which shall be ample? I should biush, 
for any one, who could make such a supposition. Can a real 
Christian whose heart has been changed trom the love of the world, 
and who in the fact of his profession is supposed to * set his af- 
fections on things above,” can such an one, | repeat, even enjoy 
the common amusements of the worid, which are lighter than 
vanity? if an individual takes pleasure in religion, I cannot sup- 
pose that he can mingle with satistaction in those pleasures from 
which religion is studiously excluded; and no man is in his pro- 
per place when he cannot carry his religion with him. In the 
theatre—in the ball-room—at the card table, &c. religion finds 
no rest, but is like the dove when first sent froin the ark ; and 
the professing Christian who is to be found engaged in these, 
must of necessity bear about him no peculiar ** mark of his high 
calling.” If he does not put off his Sunday garments, he must 
cover them by ornaments, which shall totally disguise them. 
The pleasures of religion, and the pleasures of the world are 
composed of elements totally dissimilar. Suppose, for instance, 
that an individual, even before ** mortal shall have put on immor- 
tality,” should be admitted in heaven, and permitted to join in its 
hallowed employments—suppose that he should be welcomed, by 
angels and archangels, and learned to join in their strains of rap- 
tured adoration, which compose the songs of the redeemed—but 
I forbear to speak of these employments: **eye hath not seen, 
nor ear heard, neither hath it entered the heart of man to con- 
ceive,’’—can it be supposed, that an individual, thus circumstan- 
ced, would be willing to leave that heavenly society, and those 
celestial employments, and descend to earth for the mere sake of 
mingling in its infinitely lesser enjoyments? Surely-—surely not! 
—Abating the mere lesser circumstances of the case, the situation 
of a real, heart-changed Christian, resembles the suppositious case 
just put, and he who has * tasted of the precious gifts of God” 
and experienced the joys of religion, cannot find pleasure in these 
inferiour fmovements, There is an assimilating power in reiigion, 
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which forbids this totally. Once let an individual have his heart 
really interested in religion, and | am persuaded that the danger 
is principally over; and [shall ever maintain this proposition, 
though it should wrench from the edifice of many an one’s Chris- 
tianity its foundation stone, that in the heart of areal Christian 
the empire of these follies is entirely overthrown. It would be 
almost as easy for me to suppose, that an angel from heaven 
would come down to mingle, and to take delight in, the turmoils 
of the worid as I should of a decided follower of the Lord Jesus 
Chrigt ** forsaking the fountain of living waters, to hew out cis- 
terns which can hold no water ;”’ for they who drink of that * liv- 
ing water” which Christ will ‘“* give” them, cannot—oh no!—they 
cannot quench their thirst at these shallow and polluted streams 
of worldly pleasure. To these latter the mass of mankind bow 
down to drink; and they rise with a thirst unsatisfied. With them, 
is realized the declaration of the Prophet, “It shall even be as 
when an hungry man dreameth, and, behold, he eateth; but he 
awaketh and his soul is empty: or as when a thirsty man dream- 
eth, and behold he drinketh; but he awaketh, and, behold, he is 
faint, and his soul hath appetite.”.—Oh “+ come ye out from among 
them, and be ye separate’—*touch not the unclean thing”— 
then, if your hearts are in the love and service of God, and your 
motives such as are produced by the Holy Spirit, with you shall 
be realized the declaration of the Saviour, ** whosoever drinketh 
of the water that I shall give him, shall never thirst, but the 
water that I shall give him, shall be in him a well of water spring- 
ing up into everlasting life.” 

I have thus endeavoured to give those reasons, which fully per- 
suade my own mind that it is absolutely inconsistent, for a commu- 
nicant to join in what are called the amusements of the world.— 
Briefly enumerated, those reasons were—Ist. a tendency to de- 
stroy personal religion—2d. the danger of weakening the influ- 
ence of religion in ‘the minds of others—3d. The danger of put- 
ting a stumbling block in the way of many, and giving unneces- 

sary offence to the feelings and views of many of their conscien- 
tious fellow Christians; 4th. An absolute inconsistency with the 
word of God. I then entered upon the consideration that engag- 
ing ia these amusements could not, in the very nature of the case, 
be necessary to the happiness of a real Christian. During the 
course of my remarks, I have noticed several objections and have 
endeavoured to answer them. There are others, of a lesser de- 
scription, which can be but slightly touched on. Thus it is ob- 
jected by one, that there is as much sin in attending to worldly 
business, or household affairs, or literary pursuits, in an inordinate 
degree, as there is in going to these places of amusement. To 
this it may be answered, that to attend to these things, so as to 
infringe upon the duties which we owe to God, is positively sinful. 
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But business, and household affairs, and the like, are appointments 
of God, in order that the comfort nad happiness, of ourselves and 
others may be established. Theatres and balls, and the like, are 
extraneous things, neither appointed of God nor sanctioned by his 
word; and are occasions of temptation, constituted by ourselves. 
There is consequently an intrinsick diflerence between the two; 
and though excess in worldiy pursuits is sinful, yet worldly pursuits 
are necessary—and excess must be avoided ; while the simple cir- 
cumstance of engaging in worldly amusements is sinful, because 
worldly amusements, such as we have been re probating. are un- 
necessary and unavthorized.—Others will object, that it is necessa- 
ry to eo to these places, with their sons and their daughters, to 
introduce them into society, as it would be improper for them to go 
alone. This objection is futile, because two wrongs can never 
make a right; and it is to be feared that this is most generally 
used as a cloc k to cover what the -y are ashamed to confess, their own 
wishes. Though I would confine my remarks to communicants, 
yet | cannot forbear to say that I think this method of introducing 
sons and daughters into company, is not very much like the apos- 
tolick injunction to “ bring them up in the nurture and admonition 
of the Lord,” nor does it particularly comport with what the wise 
man says—** Rejoice, O yuung man, in thy youth, and let thy 
heart cheer thee in thy youth, and walk in the ways of thine 
heart, and in tue light of thine eyes, but know thou, that for all 
these things, God will bring thee into judgment. 43 

Another objection is, w hy we see a great many persons of un- 
suspected piety and high standing, indulge in these things, and 
even many who do not induige in them, nevertheless publickly 
approve them. Am Ito think such and such a person wrong, 
whom I have been led so much to respect, and look to? This 
appears to be formidable, because the objection has so many ex- 
amples to adduce. But the voice of many is not always the voice 
of truth. It is indeed said that “ten men shall take hold of the 
skirt of him that is a Jew,” in the hope of safety ; but there are 
very few persons in these days who can bear any more weight, 
than their own sins. In the matter of salvation, I should not like 
to pin my faith upon the opinion, or the example of any man; 
but go te the “ law and to the testimony ;” and the siandard of 
what is to be done and what to be avoided, is not the conduct of 
a fellow being, be he ever so distinguished for private or publick 
worth. It would be a sorry answer in the day of judgment, to 
the question of the Judge—Why didst thou so? to say, I saw such 
an one do it, or | was encouraged by the advice of another. Let 
every one, I beseech you, look to it individually, and deeply con- 
sider the question, “When God riseth up, what shall I say ?— 
and when he yisiteth, what shall | answer him ? 
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REMARKS ON MORAL VIRTUE.—-BY BISHOP GRISWOLD. 


Morat virtue, though notin itself the word we are to preach, is 
also a very necessary part of our preaching. It is “*a faithful say- 
ing,” and it is our duty to “ affirm constantly, that they who have 
believed in God be careful to maintain good works.”” We are to 
teach the strictest and purest morality: not indeed as the founda- 
tion of our hope, or ground of our justification ; not as entitling 
us to heaven and happiness: but as the just return for God’s 
goodness: asa greatful acknowledgment for his mercies; as a 
cordial compliance with his will; as the proper fruit of Christiaa 


faith; as a participation in the Saviour’s cross, and a conformity ° 


to his holy example, necessary to the glorious rewards of his heavy- 
enly kingdom. 

Such is the morality we are called to preach, founded on a faith 
in the doctrines of the gospel: and it is the only morality which 
will be of much rel benefit to mankind. Let us expatiete ever 
so finely on the inherent beauty and amiableness of virtue ; though 
we “speak with tongues of men and of angels” of the natural fit- 
ness of moral rectitude ; though we earnestly declaim against the 
vices of the age, and expose to view the deformity of sin, we 
shall never remove it from the heart, nor make men better, till 
we make them Christians. When was the heart ever changed, or 


the world reformed, by this kind of teaching? Will the best pre- | 


cepts of morality, independent of the truths and motives which 
the gospel reveals, awaken sinners to repentance ? Our flowery 
disquisitions on the various duties of life, though polished smooth 
as marble, will be as cold, nor touch the heart with the pure flame 
of devotion. That virtue is amiable, none can deny. But are its 
charms alone sufficient to counterbalance the allurements of the 
world, and restrain the inordinate propensities ef corrupted na- 
ture? No: we must preach the word ; we must preach the gos- 
pel: we must preach Jesus Christ, and him crucified. We must 
cleanse the fountain, that the streams may be pure. The word, 
the quickening word of God must be “ gratted inwardly in the 
heart,” before it will ‘bring forth the fruit of good living.” 

They, who are whole, need not a_ physician ; and they, who 
think themselves whole, feel not the want of one. Men must 
be sensible of their sinful. perilous state, before they will * hun- 
ger and thirst after righteousness ;* which yet they must do, be- 
fore they are fed. For God fills the hungry with good things, 
and the vainly rich he sends empty away. How shall we apply 
to the great Physician, tiil we are sensible, that ‘* we have ne 
health in us?” 
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LITERARY AND PHILOSOPHICAL DEPARTMENT. 


AGRICULTURAL SCHOOLS. 

A bill is now before the Legislature 
ef New Hampshire, the object of which 
is to provide for the establishment of a 
School in some central part of the 
State, for the scientifick education of 
farmers, mechanicks, &c. And the 
Trustees of Deerfield Academy have 

etitioned to the Massachusetts Legis- 
Eau, to be incorporated into an Ag- 
ricultural School. Similar establish- 
ments are now in successful operation 
at Gardiner, Me. at Windsor and at 
Derby, Con, and Troy, N. Y.; and 
we believe some others are in contem- 
plation. 

The celebrated Fellenburg School 
at Hofwyl, Switzerland, was first put 
into operation in 1808. It is compos- 
ed of an academy, an agricultural in- 
stitute, connected with a small exper- 
imental farm, and a manufactory of 
farming implements and maehinery. 
The groundwork of the establishment 
is a farm of about 220 acres, which is 
cultivated by Mr. Fellenburg, and 
which employs forty or fifty pvor 
ehildren. The academy consists of 
sixty or seventy pupils, chiefly of the 
highest families. ‘The success of Mr. 
F. has been such as to excite the ad- 
miration of all who visit Hofwyl. The 
distinguishing excellence of his opera- 
tions consists in the practical details 
which comprize an infinite variety of 
ingenious methods for economizing his 
resources, and gaining his ends by 
sure means.—.V. Eng. Farmer. 





CHURCHMAN’S MAGAZINE. 

We are gratified in announcing to 
the members of our communion the 
revival of this useful and interesting 
work. [t commenced with April, and 
is published at Middletown, Connecti- 
cult, by Messrs. Starr & Niles, under 
the editorship of the Rev. Dr. Bron- 
gon, principal of the Episcopal acade- 
my at Cheshire. There can be no 
doubt but that this work will be con- 
ducted in a manner highly reputable 
to its editor, and every way worthy the 
patronage of Episcopalians. We ¢or- 





dially bid it welcome, and give it our 
best wishes for an extended circula- 
tion —Christian Journal. 





YEAR OF NOAd’S FLOOD. 

M. Klaproth, in his elaborate work 
lately published at Paris, entitled, Asia 
Polyglotta, calculates the year of 
Noah's fivod on the following data :— 
The Bible gives it, according to the 
Hebrew text, at 2348 years before 
Christ ; the Samaritan, 3044; and the 
Septuagint 3716. According to an an- 
cient tradition, M. Klaproth says the 
Messiah was to appear in the sixth 
millenium after the creation, a period 
which the Jews considered it as much 
their interest to throw back, as the 
Christian translators sought to advance 
it; hence the great diflerence between 
them ; and he therefore adopts that os 
the Samaritan text, which in this par- 
ticular he thinks may have remained 
most uncorrupted. The first ruler of 
China was Fu-Chi, and in his time the 
Chinese historians say, a rebel named 
Kung-Kung caused a great flood: this, 
according to M. Klaproth’s calcula- 
tion, occurred about 3028 years before 
Christ. The fourth Indian period, Ca- 
lijuga, begins about 3101 years before 
Christ ‘This epoch, be supposes, must 
have been preceded by some great 
revolution in the earth, probably the 
great flood mentioned by Moses and 
the Hindoo traditions. Thus (he con- 
cludes) we find here three remarka- 
ble and almost cotemporary epochs; 
Noah's flood, according to the Samari- 
tan text, 3044 years before Christ ; In- 
dian flood beginning of the Calijuga, 
3L01 before Christ ; beginning of the 
Chinese state, 30=2 before Christ. As- 
suming the average of these three num- 
bers, he obtains as the year of the 
great flood 3070 before Christ, 





BISHOP LATIMER. 

There has lately been published ig 
England, the Sermons of the Right 
Rev. Hugh Latimer, Lord Bishop of 
Worcester. A new edition, in which 


the Passages suppressed in the reign 
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eof Queen Elizabeth are restored, and 
the whole carefully corrected accord- 
ing to the first editions; with Notes 
illustrative of obsolete Phrases, partic- 
ular Incidents referred to, &c. To 
which is prefixed an Original Memoir 
of the Author, from the most auihen- 
tick sources, and an Account of the 
manner of Preaching common in his 
time. And a finely engraved Portrait, 
by Warren. 2 vols. Svo. 24s. boards. 

“* He, (Latimer) more than any oth- 
er man, promoted the Reformation by 
his preaching, the straight forward 
honesty of his remarks, the liveliness 
of his illustrations, his homely wit, his 
racy manner, his manly freedom, the 
playfulness of his temper, the sim- 
plicity of his heart, the sincerity of his 
understanding, gave life and vigour to 
his Sermons, when they were deliver- 
ed, and render them now the most 
amusing productions of that age, and 
to us, perhaps, the most valuable— 
Southey’s Book of the Church, vol. ii. 
p- 38. 


VILLERS ON THE REFORMATION. 
Proposals have been issued in Fred- 
ericktown, Maryland, for republishing 
this interesting work. It possesses 
very considerable merit, and obtained 
the prize from the National Institute 
in France, in 1802, as the best disser- 
tation on the question: “ What has 
been the influence of the Reformation 
by Luther, on the political situation of 
the different states of Europe. and on 
the progress of knowledge?” The 
American edition will be enriched by 
notes, and a Biography of Luther. 





SUBSIDENCE OF THE BALTIC. 

A very singular and interesting fact 
has been ascertained respecting the 
level of the Baltic. It had been long 
suspected that the waters of this sea 
were gradually sinking; but a me- 
moir, published in the Swedish Trans- 
actions for 1823, has put the change 
beyond « doubt. Mr. Buncrona, as- 
sisted by some officers of the Swedish 
piloting establishment, has examined 
the Swedish coast with great care 
from latitude 56° to 62°, and Mr. Hal- 
strom has examined those of the Gulf 
of Bothnia. The results of both in- 
quiries are given in the form of a ta- 
ble; and though, as might have been 








} i825 


expected, they are not completely 
uniform, they correspond sufliciently 
to place the subsidence of the waters 
beyond dispute. The Baltic, 1 is to 
be observed, has no tides, and is there- 
fore favourably situated for making 
observations on its leve! ; but with re- 
gard to the periods within which the 
changes observed have taken place, it 
was of course necessary to rely on re- 
cords or oral testimony. At the lati- 
tude of 55°, where the Baltic unites 
with the German ocean through the 
Categat, no change seems to be per- 
ceptible. But from latitude 56° to 63°, 
the observations show a mean fall, of 
one foot and a half in 40 years,or four 
tenths of an inch annualiy, or 3 feet 
10 inches in a century. In the Gulf of 
Bothnia, the results are more uniform 
and indicate a mean fall of four feet 
four inches in a century, orrather more 
than half an inch annually. The Bal- 
tic is very shallow at present, and if 
its waters continue to sink as they 
have done, Revel, Abo, Narva, and a 
hundred other ports, will by and by 
become inland towns; the gulph of 
Bothnia and Finland, and ultimately 
the Baltic itself will be changed into 
dry land. 





SMOKE. 

A correspondent in the National Ga- 
zette says that a few years ago, while 
he was a student, some of his fellow 
students who were smokers of tobacco, 
attempted to smoke him out of the 
room in which they had assembled ; 
he folded his silk handkerchief severa} 
times and held it tight over his mouth 
and nostrils, and thus prevented the 
smoke from entering his lungs, and 
was consequently enabled to defy all 
their attempts. He afterwards tried 
the experiment in a room filled with 
smoke from the fire of chips, and 
found that by the aid of his handker- 
chief he could remain in the room as 
long as he pleased without much in- 
convenience. He made several ex- 
periments with the same results. In 
one instance he found his garret on 
fire, and the room so filled with smoke 
that he could see no object, nor 
breathe the air; he descended, procur- 
ed a silk handkerchief, with which he 
covered his mouth, and then entered 
the garret and extinguished the fire. 
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with water. He concludes that any 
article through which a person can 
breathe, and which is at the same time 
impervious to the smoke, will in most 
cases prevent suffocation, where the 
alr is not too much heated. 





METEOROLOGICAL OBSERVATIONS. 

Dr. Adam Clarke has lately com- 
municated to the publick some meteor- 
ological observations, in which he re- 
marks: “ From my earliest childhood 
{ was bred up on a little farm, and as 
I found that much of our success de- 
pended on a proper knowledge and 
management of the weather, I was led 













to study it ever since I was eight years 
of age.” In this science he states that 
he has attuined extraordinary success, 
as the result of which he advocates 
the weather table attributed to Dr. 
Herschel, but which the son of that 
gentleman has recently disclaimed on 
the part of his late father. Dr. Clarke 
says, that the accuracy of this table is 
truly amazing; and that if Dr. Her- 
schel had lived for no other purpose 
than to construct it, posterity would 
have reason to bless his memory.— 
Some of our meteorological readers 
may perhaps thank us for inserting 
this table, as arranged by Dr. Clarke. 








MOON. TIME uF CHANGE. 


IN SUMMER. IN WINTER. 





TWo in the MORNING, § 


Qand 4 Morn. 














At tweLve o'clock at 
noon and two P. M. 





or the Last Quarter, happens 








1f the New Moon, the First Quarter, the Full Moon, 








Between MIDNIGHT and 2 Fair 


Cold with frequent 
Showers. 

4and 6 ---- |Rain ------- Rain. 
Gand 8 ---- |Wind and Rain - | Stormy. 


8 and10 ---- |Changeable - - -)| W.; Snow, if E 
10 and 12 - --- {Frequent Showers | Cold and high wind 


Very Rainy - - - 
Between 2 and 4 P.M. {Changeable - - - 
4and 6---- |Pair ------- Fair. 


Peis if wind N.W. } Fair and Frosty, if 


Gand 6--- Rainy if S. or S8.§| Rain or Snow, if 8. 
W. or 8S. W. 
Sand10---- |Ditto------- Ditto 


| ———10 and mipsienrt. {Fair - - - - - - - 


Hard Frost, unless 
the wind be S or W 


Snow and Stormy. 


4 





§ | Cold; Rain if wind 


Snow or Rain. 


Fair and Mild. 


wind N. or N. E. 





Fair and Frosty. 








In general, the nearer the time of 
the Moon’s Change, First Quarter, 
Full, and Last Quarter, is to muip- 
niaut, the fairer will the weather be 
during the seven days following: and 








the nearer to MIDDAY, or Noon, these 
phases of the Moon happen, the more 
foul or wet the weather may be ex- 
pected to be during the next seven 
days.— Christ. Obs. 





NEW THEORY OF VISION. 

For the last century at least, the re- 
tina, or membrane which lines the bot- 
tom of the eye, has been uniformly 
assumed by metaphysicians, mathe- 
miuticians, and physiologists, as the 
seat of vision. M. Lehot, an officer of 
a Royal Engineer corps, in a volume 
which he has recently published in 
Paris, has started a new opinion, and 
contends that the vitreous humour is 
the seat of the impression of luminous 


3U GOSPEL ADVOCATE, VOL. 


rays. He denies that there is any 
direct proof of the popular opinion 
that our ideas of external objects are 
derived from images of them painted 
on the retina. He argues that the re- 
tina is pierced by numerous vessels ; 
that in many animals this membrane 
is folded; and consequently that its 
surface is irregular, and incapable of 
conveying clear and distinct impres- 
sions to the mind. Those who sup- 
pose the retina to be the immediate 


V. 
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seat of vision, he adds, have never 
been able to explain the power we 
possess of adapting the eye to differ- 
ent distances ; and he announces that 


his hypothesis has led to the discovery 





of a mathematical law for the estima- 
tion of distances, and the real and ap- 
parent magnitude of bodies. 


RELIGIOUS AND MISCELLANEOUS INTELLIGENCE. 





From the London Missionary Register. 
ACCOUNT OF THE TEMPLE AND WORSHIP 
OF JUGGERNAUT. 

; on: 
Concluded from page 203. 


Grand Festival of the Idol._—On the 
Qist of June, 1822, the town of Pooree 
Juggernaut was filled with pilgrims. 
At noon, every one crowded to the 
Temple, to see Juggernaut, his broth- 
er Boloram, and his sister Shubudra, 
carried to their cars, which were drawn 
up close to the gate. 

The attention of the European resi- 
dents was, at this time, attracted by a 
large Inciaman, the Duchess of Athol, 
from England to Calcutta, coming very 
near the coast under a press of sail ; 
the deck covered with passengers gaz- 
ing atthe Temple. ‘The fine ship pur- 
sued ‘her voyage, those on board re- 
maining unconscious of the busy scene 
so near them. But let it be supposed 
that the passengers had landed; and 
the following would be a correct rep- 
resentation of the extraordinary spec- 
tacle which they would have wit- 
nessed. 

The strangers would first have been 
struck with the curious formation of 
the boat for landing. This boat has 
very high sides, and all the planks are 
sewn together with twine. She is 
manned with Ganjam boatmen, almost 
naked, ready to convey her through a 
frightful surfto the shore. The boat, 
like a piece of cork, rises on the top of 
every surf, while the frightened pas- 
senger thinks each foaming wave must 
overwhelm the tottering bark One 
man, with a steady hand and watchful 
eye, steers her straight before the loud 
threatening surf, which, by one migh- 
ty effort, throws them on the sandy 
beach. Scarcely recovered from the 
agitation felt by all who encounter 
what appears so perilous, the strangers 
are invited to mount huge elephants, 


nine feet high, which, with uplifted 
proboscis and respectful but terrifick 
roar, startle the new comers, who as- 
cend into their howdahs, and the enor- 
mous animals rise. Numerous attend- 
ants clear the way, and they proceed, 
at a brisk pace, for a mile across a 
barren sandy plain, till they enter a 
road with orchards on both sides, in 
which may be seen growing, very lux- 
uriantly, the cocoa-nut and the slender 
lofty sooparie-tree with sweet scented 
flowers, and hedges of the prickly pear. 
The verdure is strongly contrasted with 
the sandy plain. Upon getting further 
on, the busy hum of men becomes 
louder and louder ; till, turning a cor- 
ner into a very wide street, the eye be- 
holds with astonishment about 150,000 
Hindoos, with their heads bare, and 
only clothed around the loins; all look- 
ing with great eagerness toward the 
Temple, ready to worsip the Idol. 

A loud shout from the multitude 
announced the opening of the gates 
and the approach of Juggernaut. A 
number of priests were seen dragging 
the ponderous and clumsy Idol slowly 
down the steps, stopping very fre- 
quently. The manifest helplessness of 
the block of wood weakened not the 
faith of the infatuated pilgrims; and 
the Idol was lifted into his car amidst 
the shouts of his votaries, who were 
eager to worship the image. The 
Idols, Boloram and Shubudra, were 
likewise carried to their cars in the 
same manner. 

At sunset, the Rajah of Khoordah, 
hereditary High Priest and Master of 
the Idol's Wardrobe, made his way 
through a prodigious crowd, in a pa- 
lanquin, followed by ~ large state ele- 
phant. All the European ladies and 
gentlemen, mounted on elephants, had 
assembled close to the cars, to observe 
the ceremonies. The Rajah alighted 
near the car of Boloram. He was 
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dressed in very plain muslin, and bare- 
footed. A very stout priest led him 
by the hand; and others surrounded 
him with sticks in their hands, which 
they used very freely to keep off the 
people ; and, as a further security, his 
palanquin and elephant were kept 
close in the rear. The Rajah is a 
young man, who is said to have lost 
all energy of mind for the last two 
years ; on this great occasion, he ex- 
iibited every symptom of excessive 
trepidation and alarm: nothing of a 
devotional spirit was observable, but a 
great eck: wth of suffering from 
the crowd. On ascending the car by 
a sloping platform, he stopped at every 
third step, looked round, and ordered 
his attendants to remove from the car 
many intruders: he was the very im- 
age of sulkiness and vexation. Sever- 
al silver trumpets sounded, and the 
pilgrims shouted most loudly. When 
the Rajah reached the top of the plat- 
form, he worshipped the Idol Bolo- 
ram; and then, with a broom, swept 
the floor all round. He was after- 
ward presented, by the priests, with a 
silver vessel containing essence of san- 
dal-wood, with which he sprinkled the 
floor. He then presented some offer- 
ings to the Idol; from whom he re- 
eeived as a mark of honour, a garland 
of flowers, which the priests.took from 
the image, and put round the Rajah’s 
neck. ‘The ceremony concluded by 
the Rajah’s prostrating himself flat on 
the floor before the Idol, amidst the 
shouts of the pilgrims and the piercing 
notes of the shrill silvertrumpets. He 
then descended slowly from the car ; 
and proceeded, barefooted, to the car 
of Juggernaut, and finally to that of 
his sister Shubudra ; at each of which 
the same ceremonies were performed. 
To close his labours for the day, he 
went behind each car and endeavour- 
ed to propel it forward ; without which 
ceremony the priests say it could not 
afterward be moved. 

On a signal being given, a most ac- 
tive scene now commenced: several 
thousand men, each holding a small 
green branch in his hand, came run- 
ning up to the cars, clearing their way 
through the crowd, from a considera- 
ble distance, in regular files. ‘They 
soon removed the sloping platforms, 
each man having first touched the ear 


with his branch. When all was ready, 
these men, aided by all the pilgrims, 
laid hold of the cables ; taking care to 
keep their faces toward the Ido). The 
car of Boloram was first moved. The 
shrillness of the trumpets, the chouts of 
the pilgrims, and the creaking of the 
ponderous wheels, made a most fright- 
ful noise. ‘The car was crowded by 
people: many had crept under, and 
clung to the axle-trees ; and it was im- 
»ossible to look on without shudder- 
ing with the apprehension that some 
shocking accidents would happen, 
while so many pilgrims were evident- 
ly in imminent danger. Each car was 
moved but a short distance on that 
day, and happily without the loss of 
any lives. 

On the following day, the dreadful 
event was but too awfully realized. A 
crowd of the pilgrims, too poor to pay 
for admission, had assembled at the 
barrier; and the British Collector, 
finding that twenty-four had already 
died from exposure to rain and want 
of food, humanely: opened the gate 
These poor creatures rushed to wor- 
ship the Idols on the ears, and showed 
their zeal by pulling the ropes. The 
are obliged, out of respect to the Idol, 
to walk backward. Six pilgrims, sta- 
tioned closé to the car, were aiding in 
pulling a rope which suddenly yield- 
ed, having become slacker than the 
others: these men fell to the ground, 
unheeded by the shouting mob: four 
of them were instantly crushed to 
death ; the fifth had a oe dreadfully 
mangled; and the sixth fell between 
two wheels, and escaped unhurt. The 


practice which formerly prevailed of 


enticing pilgrims to sacrifice their 
lives by voluntarily throwing them- 
selves under the wheels has happily 
ceased ; and nothing of the kind was 
attempted. 

Deplorable effects of Superstition — 
The fet of life, occasioned by this de- 
plorable superstition, probably exceeds 
that of any other. The aged, the 
weak, the sick, are persuaded to at- 
tempt this pilgrimage, as a remedy for 
all evils. ‘The number of women and 
children, also, is very great. The pil- 
grims leave their families and all their 
occupations, to travel an immense dis- 
tance with the delusive hope of ob- 
taining eternal bliss. ‘The means of 
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subsistence on the road aré scanty ; 
and their light clothing and little bod- 
ily strength are ill calculated to en- 
counter the inclemency of the weather. 
When they reach the District of Cut- 
tack, they cease to experience that 
hospitality shown elsewhere to pil- 
grims: itis a burthen which the in- 
habitants could not sustain ; and they 
prefer availing themselves of the in- 
creased demand for provisions, to aug- 
ment the price. This difficulty is more 
severely felt, as they approach the 
Temple ; till they find scarcely enough 
left to pay the tax to government and 
to satisfy the rapacious Brahmin. 

At Pooree Juggernaut, during the 
Great Festival, fire-wood or fuel of 
any deseription, is scarcely procura- 
ble. Itis not even customary for the 
pilgrims to cook their own victuals: 
they are expected to buy holy food ; 
which, on such occasions, is sold at an 
enormous price, and is of very inferi- 
our quality. While the Idol is travel- 
ling in his car, no rice is cooked: no- 
thing but parched grain is procurable. 
The weather is often bad, and the 
smallest shelter is only to be had ata 
heavy expense. 

The pilgrim, on leaving Juggernaut, 
has still a long journey before him ; 
and his means of support are often al- 
most, if not quite, exhausted. The 
work of death then becomes rapid ; 
and the route of the pilgrims may be 
traced, by the bones left by jackals 
and vultures. The country near the 
Temple seems suddenly to have been 
visited by pestilence and famine. Dead 
bodies are seen in every direction. 
Parriar-dogs, jackals, and vultures are 
observed watching the last moments 
of the dying pilgrim, and, not unfre- 
quently hastening his fate. 

It is true, there are at Pooree and 
Cuttack, hospitals where the sick may 
get medicine gratis; but the starving 
pilgrim is not supplied with food : 
there is no establisment to carry the 
sick to the hospital; and, at Pooree 
Juggernaut, by some strange arrange- 
ment, the hospital, instead of being 
entrusted to the Military Surgeon re- 
siding at the place, has been put un- 
der the Civil Surgeon at Cuttack, who 
has important duties to perform at that 

lace, distant fifty miles. Some char- 
itable Hindoos endeavoured to lessen 


this evil, by leaving lands for the pur- 
ose of maintaining poor pilgrims: 
but these benevolent intentions have 
been defeated by the avarice of those 
entrusted with the lands: and suffi- 
cient attention has not yet been paid 
by the civil authorities to those chari- 
table institutions. 

There is no doubt that this deadly 
superstition is a curse on the country, 
and tends much to its impoverishment. 
The enormous loss of human life, and 
the evils felt by numerous families 
from a long cessation of useful labour, 
cannot but prove a great calamity. 

A visit to Juggernaut must always 
increase the interest of the deluded 
Heathen; and add fervency to his 
prayer, that the kingdoms of this world 
may soon beeome the kingdom of the 
Lord and of His Christ ; and that He 
may reign forever and ever! 

The princes of the country, at no 
very remote period, appear to have 
employed their revenues in building 
Idolatrous Temples. The followers of 
the false prophet brought about a great 
change ; but they do not appear to 
have erected many mosques. It is, 
perhaps, reserved to the British nation 
to remove the dark veil which covers 
the land. We are daily witnessing ex- 
traordinary events. A spirit of inqui- 
ry is increasing among the Heathen 
The activity of Bible and Missionary 
Societies must be attended with pow- 
erful effects. The blessing attending 
their exertions shows that they are in- 
struments in the hand of Divine Provi- 
dence : and the accomplishment of the 

rophecies of Isaiah seems to be at 
hand— How beautiful upon the moun- 
tains are the feet of him that bringeth 
good tidings, that publisheth peace. 
that bringeth good tidings of good, 
that publisheth salvation!—At that 
day, shall a man@ook to his Maker, 
and his eyes shall have respect to the 
Holy One of Israel ; and he shall not 
look to the altars, the work of his 
hands ; neither shall respect that which 
his fingers have mess 9 either the 
groves or the graven images. They 
shall not hurt nor destroy in all my 
holy mountain ; for the earth shall be 
full of the knowledge of the Lord, as 
the waters cover the sea.—And, in that 
day, there shall be a root of Jesse, 
which shall stand for an ensign of the 
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people : to it shall the Gentiles seek ; 
and His rest shall be glorious.” 

The government and the country 
are under great obligation to Colonel 
Phipps, for this impressive and affect- 
ing exposition of the delusions prac- 
tised on the Hindoos. Neither direct- 
ly nor indirectly cau a Christian nation 
countenance such evils, without dis- 
gracing its name and incurring an aw- 
ful responsibility before God. 

We shall close this subject by an 
extract of a letter from Archdeacon 
Corrie, written from Pooree Jugger- 
naut, near the Temple, when on a 
visit to the coast, with his family, for 
their healih. It may well serve to 
quicken our prayers and encourage 
our labours 

We are now inhabitants of the vil- 
lage where stands the Temple of the 
Indian Moloch, Juggernaut. At this 
time, the country round is quiet ; and 
nothing besides the gloomy Temple, 
marks the place. The Temple is by 
far the most imposing thing of the 
kind on this side of India; but many 
things indicate, we hope, the decline 
of the Idol. No voluntary sacrifices of 
life are now offered; and the priests 
have laid aside the obscene figures 
which used to be annually renewed 
on the Idol's car. 

On the occasion of a partial insur- 
rection about two years since, the 
priests gave out that Juggernaut would 
no longer suffer the English to remain 
in India, and would not return to his 
temple (on quitting it at the annual 
procession) till they were expelled ; 
and mentioned a certain day for their 
overthrow. This was justly consider- 
ed, by the General commanding the 
District, as an attempt to aid the In- 
surgents against the government ; and 
he sent a private order to the officer 
in charge Cee that if the Idol were 
not carried back as usual on the stated 
day, he should replace him by force, 
and take military possession of the 
Temple. The natives, about the Gen- 
eral, no doubt gave notice ‘to the 
priests, and Juggernaut returned be- 
fore his time. 

But, however the popular faith in 
Juggernaut may be weakened, it is 
not to be thought that a better faith is 
fast gaining ground; for how shall 
they belteve in Him of whom they 





have not heard, and how shall they 
hear without a preacher? Few, in- 
deed, comparatively of the natives, 
have as yet heard of the joyful sound 
of the Gospel. A little is doing to 
bring them acquainted with that name 
which is precious to them who believe ; 
and every year, the means of know- 
ledge and salvation are extending, but 
myriads in the mean time, die in ig- 
norance and sin. 


MASSACHUSETTS. 


An Abstract of the Journal of the Aun- 
nual Convention of the Protestant 
Episcopal Church of Massachusetts, 
met at Trinity Church, Boston, on 
Wednesday, the 15th June, 1825. 


Prayers were read by Rev. Mr. 
Strong, of Greenfield; Sermon, by 
Dr. Gardiner. The Communion was 
administered by Rev. Dr. Gardiner, 
assisted by Rey. Mr. Stiong. 


Clergymen present. 


Rev. J. 8. J. Gardiner, D. D. Rector 
of Trinity Church, Boston ; 

Rev. Asa Eaton, Rector of Christ 
Church, Boston ; 

Rev. James Morss, Rector of St, 
Paul’s, Newburport ; 

Rev. Samuel F. Jarvis, D. D. Rector 
of St. Paul’s, Boston ; 

Rev. Titus Strong, Rector of St. 
James’, Greenfield ; 

Rev. Isaac Boyle, Rector of St. 
Paul's, Dedham ; 

Rev. Calvin Woolcott, Rector of St. 
Andrew's Hanover ; 

Rev. John L. Blake, Rector of St. 
Matthew’s, Boston; 

Rev Alfred L. Baury, Rector of St. 
Mary’s, Newton ; 

Rev. Joseph Muenscher, Rector of 
Christ Church, Leicester ; 

Rey. Theodore Edson, Rector of St. 
Ann’s, East Chelmsford ; 

Rev. Benjamin C. Cutler, Rector of 
Christ Church, Quincy ; 

Rev. George Otis, Deacon, tutor in 
Harvard University, Cambridge ; 

Rev.Silas Blaisdale, Deacon,Precep- 
ter of Salem-street Academy, Boston ; 

Rev. William J. Potter, Deacon, re- 
siding at Boston ; 

Rev. Henry W. Ducachet, Deacon. 
St. Peter's, Salem ; 
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Rev. T. 8S. W. Mott, Deacon, St. Mi- 
chael’s Church, Marblehead ; 

Rey. William Withington, Deacon, 
Ashfield. 

Lay Delegates. 

S. D. Parker, Trinity Church, Boston ; 
Thomas Clark, ? Christ Church, Bos- 
John Sowdon, rv 
Aaron Wright, ; 
Abr’m Gould, 
R. C. Williams. > St.Matthew’s Boston. 
William Bond, § 
F. Wilby, 
J. C. Merrill, 
Lynd Waller, , 
John Howard, 2 
John Babbidge, § 
David Willard, 
Wn. Draper, Greenfield. 
Hy Chapman, ( 
Walter M’ Farlane, Esq. Hopkinton. 
Joseph Foster, Cambridge. 
Allen C. Curtis, Newton. 
Edward Whiting, 2 -,)).. 
Apollos Morris, 4 Dedham. 
Reuben Curtis, yy 
Daniel Bassett, Hanover. 


St. Paul’s, Boston. 


St. Peter's, Salem. 


Ephraim Sprague, Bridgewater. 
Leicester. 


5 
James Anderton, ? 
Thos. Bottomly, § 
Luther Little, Marshfield. 
Ralph French, ? MI 

an > Marblehead. 
Samuel R. Trevet, § oa 


The Convention chose Rev. Asa 
Eaton, President, and the Rev. B.C. 
Cutler, Secretary. 

It was then voted, That lay readers, 
and candidates for orders, now present, 
be admitted to seats in the Conven- 
tion. 

The following gentlemen were elect- 
ed members of the standing commit- 
tec—Rev. J. S. J. Gardiner, D. D. Rev. 
Samuel F. Jarvis, D. D. Rev. Isaac 
Boyle, and Messrs. George Brinley, 
Thomas Clarke, and Francis Wilby, 
Esqrs. 

The following gentlemen were elect- 
ed delegates to the General Convention 
of the Protestant Episcopal Church of 
the United States--Rev. J. 8. J. Gar- 
diner, D. D. Rev. 8. F. Jarvis, D. D. 
Rey. John L. Blake, Rev. Isaac Boyle, 
and Messrs. Joseph Head, John Amory, 
Gardiner Green, and E. 8. Rand, Es- 
quires.—Mr. Benjamin Howard was 
chosen Treasurer of this Convention. 


Missionary Society. 

The Committee appointed at the 
last Convention to confer with a 
Committee to be raised for the same 
purpose by the Massachusetts Protes- 
tant Episcopal Missionary Society, on 
the practicability and expediency of 
holding the annual meeting of the So- 
ciety at the same time with that of the 
Convention, respectfully report, that 
they have conferred with the Commit- 
tee of the Massachusetts Episcopal Mis- 
sionary Society, and agree with them 
in the opinion, that it 1s both practica- 
ble and expedient to hold the annual 
meeting of the Society onthe after- 
noon of the day appointed for the 
meeting of the Convention. 

A. EATON, Chairman. 
Boston, June 13th, 1825. 
The above report was accepted. 
Church at Cambridge. 

The Committee appointed to carry 
into effect the resolution of the last An- 
nual Convention of the Protestant 
Episcopal Church in the State of Mas- 
sachusetts, relative to the Church in 
Cambridge, beg leave to report, That 
having received an official notifica- 
tion of their appointment from the 
Secretary of the Convention the 22d 
June, they proceeded as speedily as 
possible to take the subject submitted 
to them under consideration. For this 
purpose they held their first meeting 
on 16th July, and continued the same 
by adjournment to the 1%th, at which 
time a communication to the Govern- 
ment of Harvard University was 
agreed upon and sent. ‘To this, in 
consequence of unavoideble delays, 
they received no answer till the {th 
of November, 1824, which occasioned 
a meeting on the 16th of that month, 
and another on the 18th At this last 
a Circular was adopted, and ordered 
to be published in the Gospel Advo- 
cate, as well as to be circulated sep- 
arately in connexion with a subserip- 
tion paper. A copy of that Circular, 
embracing a summary of the Com- 
miitee’s proceedings, they herewith 
present, and desire that it may be con- 
sidered as part of their report. From 
this time till June, 1825, the Commit- 
tee were engaged in obtaining sub- 
scriptions in Cambridge, Newbury- 
port, and Boston, and they have the 
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satisfaction to state that the sum of 
three thousand dollars has been sub- 
scribed, and that they have authorized 
the Wardens of Christ Church, Cain- 
bridge, to take orders for the repairing 
and finishing of the said Church, and 
to draw upon their Treasurer for the 
expences thereof, not exceeding that 
sum The Committee have the plea- 
sure to inform the Convention that 
many gentiemen have not been called 
upon, who have expressed with much 
liberality their willingness to aid the 
Church at Cambridge, but who are de- 
sirous of doing it in some other form 
than that of finishing and repairing 
the edifice. In consequence of this 
suggestion the Committee thought it 
right te provide that the surplus, 
should any remain over and above 
the amount required for the building, 
should be paid by them tothe Trustees 
of Donations to the Protestant Epis- 
copal Church, to be held in trust by 
that body, for the better support of the 
Rector. 

On reflection, however, it seemed to 
the Committee that in doing this they 
would exceed the power vested in them 
by the Convention. They determin- 
ed therefore to report their proceed- 
ings as far as they had gone, and to 
ask for the appointment of a new 
Committee, with special power to re- 
ceive whatever sums the pious and 
liberal members of our Church may 
think proper to bestow for the better 
support of a Clergyman at Cambridge, 
and to pay over the sum to the Treas- 
urer of the Trustees of Donations, that 
they may be forever applied to the 
use aforesaid, and according to the 
true intent and purpose of the donors. 

Samuet F. Jarvis, 
Asa Eaton, 
Tuomas Perkins, 
Samvuet D. Parker, 
Francis Wiey, 
James C Merritt. 

This report was accepted, and the 
following gentlemen were chosen as a 
Committee (with power to fill vacan- 
cies in said Committee) for the pur- 
pose recommended in the above re- 

ort. 

Rev. 8S. F. Jarvis, Rev. A. Eaton, 
J. C. Merritzt, Esq., G. Brintey, 
Esq., J. Foster, Esq., Grorce Bs- 
nuNE, Esq., F. Wirey, Esq. 
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Rev. Mr. Cutler was appointed to 
be first, Rev. Mr. Baury to be sec- 
ond Preacher for next Convention. 

The next meeting of the Conven- 
tion is to be held at St. Paul’s Church, 
Boston. 

The Convention agreed, by vote, to 
attend the annual meeting of the 
Episcopal Missionary Society, to be 


rot 
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held in the afternoon, and was then i 
closed by prayers from the President. 5 
Benjamin C. Cutter, Secretary. al 
— « 





CONVENTION OF CONNECTICUT. 

The annual Convention of the Pro- 
testant Episcopal Church of Connec- 
ticut, was held at Hartford, on the Ist ' 
and 2d of June. The Clergy of the ee 
Diocese were generally present, and a 
about fifty lay delegates from the sev- yy 
eral parishes. The Parochial Reports, 
and the Reports of the Missionaries 7} 
of the Society for the Promotion of . 
Christian Knowledge, were for the 
most part interesting, and afforded an 
encouraging view of the state of the 4 
Church in the several sections of the 
Diocese. The most important trans- 
action, was the adoption ofthe revised . 
Constitution, which was submitted to A 
the consideration of the parishes in 
1821. 

The Convention was opened by 
prayers, read by the Rev. F. Holcomb, 
of Watertown, and a Sermon by the 
Rev. Sturgis Gilbert, of Waterbury, 
and the administration of the Holy 
Communion by the Bishop of the Dio- 
cese, assisted by the Right Rev. Dr. 
Griswold, of the Eastern Diocese. : 

In the evening a Sermon was de- 
livered for the benefit of the Society 
for the Promotion of Christian Know- 
ledge, by the Rev. H. R. Judah, of 
Bridgeport. 





CONVENTION OF NEW-JERSEY. 


The forty-second annual Conven- 
tion of the Diocese of New-Jersey, 
was held in St. Peter's Church, Perth ay 
Amboy, on the 25th and 26th May. 
A full meeting of clerical and lay del- 
egates was had, and th business of 
the convention was transacted with 
great harmony and unanimity. Our 
usual abstract of the journal of this 
convention will also be given when 
we are favoured with a copy.—C. Jour. + 
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= State of the Church in Massachusetts, from the Parochial Reports to the Convention of 182 # ¢ 
- 
. Churches. Places. Ministers. Fami- Commu- Bap- Burials. Marria- $. Sch. 2 }- 
lies. nicants. tisms. ges. Scholars. - a 
Trinity, Boston, J.S.J. Gardiner, -- 200 28 23 14 — . - 
Christ's, 6 Asa Eaton, — 200 50 28 22 140 ” ‘ied = 
St. Paul’s, oe Dr. 8. F. Jarvis, 125 191 42 22 6 100 “¢ F 
3 St. Matthew’s, 6 J. L. Blake, 30 H”) 4 5 4 “e a = = 
2 &t. Peter's, Salem,” Hi. W. Duchachet, RG 70 41 Ie 2 60 a“ 3 s 
= St. Paul's, Newburyport, James Morss, 105 ay 22 17 2 50 ~ S > 
= &t. John’s, Ashfield, Wm. Withington, 3 32 1 5 2 —_ o ‘3 
Ss Trinity, Montague, 16 —_— — —_— — — = mn 2 
= St. James’, Greenfield,{ Titus Strong _- 57 4 12 + 30 - 2 
St. Mary’s, Newton,|| A. L. Baury, 70 70 21 ] L 75 nN o 3 
z St. Paul’s, Dedham, Isaac Boyle, 50 40) 5 } — 20 ae 
= Christ, Leicester, Jos. Muenscher, 39 20 17 4 — — 2 es 4 
= St. Ann’s, Chelmsford, T. Edson, — 12 3 i we! as § 
= por Quincy,§ B. C. Cutler, 60 56 11 5. 2 60 - = 7 
b= Andrew's, Hanover, Cc. Ww oolcott, &1 50 8 + 9 60 So = = 
= Trinity. Marshfield, [> 31 8 os 2 — -_— in a #¢ 
> Trinity, Lenox, A. “Humphrey, 50 51 a — -- — Sa 
3s &t. Luke's, Lanesborough, 40 52 a _— ae _ s 
3s &t. Jehn’ mi Washington, 6 “ 5 3 = — _ — Oat: 
» St. James’, Great Barrington, ** 8. Blakesly, —, ~- _ ~- — -- So 558 
‘S = 8t. Michael’s, Marblehead,** T. S. W. Matt, o: — _ — _- _— os = 20 
Sy Christ Church, Cambridge,** —~ = — — = -— e = Z ‘Ss 
= St. Paul’ 8, Hopkinton,** — — _ _ _ -- eS — ‘3 
" = 6 § 
e2t 1221 257 148 67 625 “23°? 
23s 
* Flourishing. t The frame of a church has been raised here this spring. {3 confirmed. 7 2 3S ~ 
{| 21 confirmed. ’ A new stone chugch lately erected. § Flourishing. {-? Preparing to rebuild otf 
the church. ** Made no Report. Z=<«& 
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i eee SPAM casa. SSS “aaeggmnmrms oe Seemann ‘ 
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